ROBESPIERRE
reply. But the Right and the Plain refused to be intimi-
dated. The arrest of the Gironde leaders was not voted.
Robespierre had to play his final card.
VIII
"The Commander of the National Guard will sur-
round the Convention with a formidable body of
troops, so that if it fails to accede to the just demands
of the Paris citizenry, the leaders of the [Gironde] fac-
tion may be taken into custody in the course of the day.55
This order was delivered to Commander Hanriot
in the "wee small hours" of the znd of June, 1793.
Hanriot, who had been clerk at the city barriers and
battalion commander, was a big, blustering fellow with
a sepulchral voice and a tic keeping his facial muscles in
motion for a few seconds whenever he finished speak-
ing, the reflexes culminating in three winks of one eye.
Soon staff officers and couriers were sent galloping, and
in section after section drums began to growl and men
dressed in the blue uniform of the National Guard
began forming into regiments and battalions. There
was no hysterical scream of tocsins, only the sullen roll
of the drums, the crisp commands of officers, and the
quiet tolling of church bells calling the faithful to
prayer, for it was Sunday. The women, if they did not
go to Mass, stood on their doorsteps or leaned out of
windows "to see the revolution pass by". The men felt
in fine fettle, for the morning was azure and gold and
they were being paid two francs a day for the trouble of
playing soldier.
Some authorities claim that there were 100,000 men
under arms; others speak of 20,000 to 30,000. There was
cavalry and there was artillery. Even a regiment of
German mercenaries that happened to be handy was
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